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garded as contributing, one after the other, to the deepening of one great argu- 
ment, as Bonitz, and, more recently, Archer-Hind, have taught us to view 
them; but if one wz7/insist on being pedantic, then, I suppose, itmust be con- 
ceded that the author is right in holding, as against Bonitz, that in 77, C. D. 
Plato does not formally derive more from the argument from reminiscence 
than he had previously derived from the circular cosmic process. Surely, 
however, to disciples who were not all too dull-witted, there must have 
been some feeling that an important step forward had been taken in the 
new and very definite suggestion that the soul not only existed in Hades, 
but existed there "with a certain power and intelligence" (70, B). 

H. N. Gardiner. 

L Esiglio di S. Agostino, Note sulle contraddizioni di un sistema difilosofla 

pei decreto. Da Lorinzo Michelangelo Billia. Torino, Fratelli 

Bocca, 1899. — pp. xi, 149. 

We find in this book an attack on the doctrines of those writers and 
teachers in France, Belgium, and Italy who are endeavoring to translate 
the philosophy of St. Thomas into terms of modern psychology, and who 
claim to bring into unison with scientific methods the theories of the 
greatest of the scholastics. Like most efforts to put old wine into new 
bottles, Neo-Thomism, though interesting for many reasons, is likely to be 
shortlived, but its existence will not be seriously endangered by the criti- 
cism of S. Billia. The special object of the writer's animadversions is a 
work by Professor De Craene, of the University of Liege, "De la spirit- 
ualite de Fame." Taking M. De Craene as a typical example of his 
school, the author asserts that the former misrepresents the teaching of 
Idealism or Spiritualism, especially that of the Cartesian philosophy, and 
also that, for the sake of an affectation of modernity at all costs, he forsakes 
the essential doctrines of St. Thomas, and makes common cause with posi- 
tivism — thus preparing the way for an acceptance of the conclusions of the 
materialists. 

He has, indeed, little difficulty in showing that M. De Craene confirms 
the issue by his somewhat vague presentation of idealism — treating all the 
so-called idealists en masse, and attributing to the school views which many 
of its modern adherents have expressly disavowed. Nor can there be 
much doubt that the writings of St. Thomas Aguinas offer little support for 
the opinions of those who claim to be his modern representatives. But S. 
Billia' s criticism of the psychology of his author is hardly convincing. 
His own standpoint is that of the ' Realists ' in the scholastic sense, and 
with nominalism or conceptionalism he will make no terms. Names, he 
says, ' ' could not have the value of signs if the human intellect were not 
endowed with a vision of the universal — if the super-sensible were not the 
true, proper and immanent object of the intellect, which signs, language 
and reflection cause to pass from the unconscious into consciousness," To 
find in our own day such a keen discussion of nominalism versus realism 
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from the point of view of one who claims that supersensible realities are 
objects of knowledge, might lead one to suspect that in the ashes of the 
scholasticism, that some have thought long extinct, there still lives some of 
its old fires. 

It is to be noted that S. Billia frankly claims for his work that it is 
written in the service of religion. He warns the Neo-Thomists that their 
philosophy is symptomatic of worldliness and paganism, and that its log- 
ical outcome is atheism. On the other hand, he claims that there can be 
but one Christian Philosophy, which, it would seem, is Idealism as repre- 
sented by the Platonists, by Malebranche and by Rosmini. But did not 
that ardent nominalist, Berkeley, feel an equal certainty that in his type of 
Idealism is to be found the true philosophic basis for the religion of Chris- 
tianity ? And has not Hegelianism, which finds no favor in our author's 
eye, been forced to do yeoman's service in the cause of supernaturalism ? 
It is not always easy for the religionist to distinguish between friend and 

foe in the ranks of philosophical systems. 

E. Ritchie. 

Psicologia del Linguaggio. (Seconda edizione) da N. R. D'Alfonzo. 

Rome, Societa Editrice Dante Allighieri, 1899. — pp. 124. 

The substance of this work was given by the author in a series of lectures 
designed to supplement courses in psychology and logic ; and in its present 
form it is especially intended for students of pedagogy and philosophy in 
secondary schools. It offers a brief, but clear and adequate presentation 
of its subject, bringing together succinctly and systematically the results of 
physiological, psychological, and historical investigations, in so far as they 
have any direct bearing on the genesis and development of language in the 
individual and the race. The chapters dealing with the pedagogical prin- 
ciples involved in the acquisition of language and their use in reading 
and writing are extremely fresh and suggestive. Throughout the book, the 
writer keeps well in view both the correlation of the physiological proc- 
esses with the facts of consciousness involved in language, and also the 
close connection between the mental image and its verbal expression. 
Signor D'Alfonzo has here given us an admirable introduction to the psy- 
chology of language. An English translation would be well adapted for use 
in our colleges, where the want of such a text-book is often felt. 

E. Ritchie. 

From Comte to Benjamin Kidd. The Appeal to Biology or Evolution for 
Human Guidance. By Robert Mackintosh, Professor at Lancashire 
Independent College. New York, The Macmillan Company ; London, 
Macmillan &Co., 1899. — pp. xxiii, 305. 

It is the purpose of this book to answer the question how far biology, 
especially in its evolutionary form, is able to afford guidance with regard 
to ethical and social problems. With this object in view, the author ex- 



